Greetings from the Iowa College Student Aid Commission.
Below is an overview of the application and certification timeframes for state scholarship and grant programs for the 2012-13 application cycle. If you have any questions, please contact our office at 877-272-4456, option 3. 
Please forward this message to other relevant staff at your high school.
2012-13 Student Financial Aid Application Cycle:
Your students are now able to complete the 2012-13 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the 2012-13 Iowa Financial Aid Application. The FAFSA is a standardized federal form used to determine eligibility for federal, state, and in some cases, institutional financial aid. On the state level, the FAFSA serves as the primary application for over $53 million in need-based state scholarships and grants. Students can apply for the following state programs by completing the FAFSA:
• Iowa Tuition Grant (FAFSA deadline is July 1)
• Iowa Vocational Technical Tuition Grant (FAFSA deadline is July 1)
• Iowa Grant 
• Barber and Cosmetology Arts and Sciences Tuition Grant (FAFSA deadline is
July 1)
• All Iowa Opportunity Scholarship (AIOS)* (FAFSA and Iowa Financial Aid
Application deadline is March 1)
• All Iowa Opportunity Foster Care Grant (FCG)* (FAFSA and Iowa Financial


[bookmark: _GoBack]Aid Application deadline is March 1 for renewals)
• Education Training Voucher (ETV)* (FAFSA and Iowa Financial Aid
Application deadline is March 1 for renewals)
• Terry E. Branstad Iowa State Fair Scholarship* (FAFSA and Iowa Financial
Aid Application deadline is March 1)
* These programs also require submission of the Iowa Financial Aid Application
Upon completion of the FAFSA, all Iowa resident applicants will now have the option to link to the Iowa Financial Aid Application directly from their FAFSA confirmation page. Applicants will have the ability to pre-populate most of their demographic data to the Iowa application in the process. This not only streamlines the federal and state financial aid application process for Iowa applicants but also solidifies access to the Iowa application for individuals who may not be informed of its availability. 
Certification of Student Applicants:
Certain state programs require school counselors/TRIO coordinators to certify certain information (grade-point-averages, ACT/SAT scores, involvement in specific programs). Commission staff prompt school counselors/TRIO coordinators to begin certifying student information during the first week of March. The following Systems are used by school counselors/TRIO coordinators to electronically certify these data elements for their students:
All Iowa Opportunity Scholarship: https://apps.iowacollegeaid.gov/AIOS/login.asp 
Governor Terry E. Branstad Iowa State Fair Scholarship: https://apps.iowacollegeaid.gov/StateFairScholars/login.asp 




Additional Resources:
A comprehensive overview of the state scholarship, grant, and loan repayment programs is available on the Iowa College Aid website at www.iowacollegeaid.gov (click on Scholarships & Grants or Loan Forgiveness on the left-hand column). Detailed eligibility information, application timeframes, video resources, and posters are available for state-funded financial aid programs at this site.
You can also access our free publications at http://orderform.iowacollegeaid.gov/. Publications can either be ordered (only certain publications are available for order) or printed.
Our agency also offers a free alert sign-up for parents and students to receive tips on planning, preparing, and paying for college. Timely information on scholarships, grants, and college and career planning will be sent to all individuals that sign up. Please encourage your students and their parents to sign up at http://news.iowacollegeaid.gov/?p=subscribe (individuals will need to input an email address, first and last name, check the College and Financial Planning Tips for Students and Families box, and click subscribe to sign up for notices).

